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Thoughts from the Vicarage…

We plough the fields and scatter
The good seed on the land,
But it is fed and watered
By God's almighty hand:
He sends the snow in winter,
The warmth to swell the grain,
The breezes and the sunshine,
And soft, refreshing rain.

In villages such as ours, harvest was once an important ritual for the whole
village and almost everyone would have been involved in gathering in the ripe
crops before the bad weather of winter set in.   I can remember when I was
student in the late 1950s working during my Summer holidays for Mr Bob
Fewster who farmed land around a little village in the East Riding of Yorkshire
called Patrington where my parents then lived and are now buried.

There were more innovative farmers around but it’s fair to say that Mr Fewster
hadn’t caught up with the cutting edge of technology.   He had a tractor which
pulled a cutter which was a bit like a giant cylinder lawn mower and cut the
wheat, oats and barley to about six inches above the ground.   This produced
swathes of cut crop for my fellow workers and I to gather up and bind into
sheaves, twelve of which we then arranged in little tent-like structures called
stooks to dry in the sun.

Although I had lived in Yorkshire all my life up to that point, I still couldn’t
understand one of the locals who complained that he had a ‘stu-ak ‘a whats in
his be-ats’ until someone explained to me that he meant he had a stook of oats
in his boots – very uncomfortable!

One of my earliest childhood memories is travelling in a train from Drypool
to Withernsea and seeing stooks dotted around in late Summer fields as we
passed through the countryside between Hedon, Thorngumbald, Keyingham,
Ottringham and Patrington and on to Withersea.   There are no stooks now,
just great rolls of straw dotted around in the fields around our villages; there’s
no train to Withernsea either – Dr Beeching saw to that!

These days, technology has moved on from Mr Fewster’s old fashioned
ways and mechanization has resulted in fewer and fewer people being
involved in farming generally. The only way most 21st century villagers
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know that it’s harvest time is when they get stuck behind a tractor
pulling a huge trailer full of wheat or beet from the fields to the store
where the crop will be taken one stage further in the process of turning
it into food for us all to eat.   Very few of us are involved in the actual
process of harvesting and we have become so divorced from anything
to do with it, so it’s very important that we keep in touch with our
agricultural roots by celebrating Harvest Festival.

God Bless,
Henry
October 2011 LH Church Magazine

A Prayer for you to use in October
(as we think about the completion of the Harvest this month)

God our Father we thank you for the world and all your gifts to us, for the
sky above us and the earth beneath our feet, for the wonderful process which
provides food to maintain life, for our crops and the skills and techniques
needed to grow and use them properly.    Make us more thankful for what
we have received, make us more content with what we have and, make us
more mindful of other people in need.   Help us to use your gifts in the spirit
in which you gave them for our good and the good of those less fortunate
than ourselves, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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MERIEL’S REPORT

First of all, the good news is that we are going to have a new vicar.

After the long period in ‘Vacancy’, when our benefice of Wormingford,
Mount Bures and Little Horkesley had prepared our parish details expecting to get
a retired priest to look after us as before, we were then told we would be part of a
larger rural group of churches comprising our benefice and Great Horkesley West
Bergholt, Boxted and Langham.

This has all taken a long time but, at last, the discussions, paperwork, advertising
and interviews are over.

The Interview Panel, a member from each of the churches, along with Bishop Roger,
Archdeacon Ruth and the Area Dean, the Revd Canon Paul Norrington, all agreed
that the Revd Heather Wilcox was a very good choice. The following is the statement
by Bishop Roger and Archdeacon Ruth and Revd Heather Wilcox.

We are pleased to be able to formally announce the good news that, subject to
appropriate DBS clearance, the Revd Heather Wilcox has been appointed as Priest
in Charge of the West Bergholt with Great Horkesley, Langham with Boxted,
Wormingford, Mount Bures with Little Horkesley.

Heather is currently the Team Rector for the Long Stratton and Pilgrim Team
Ministry and Rural Dean of the Depwade Deanery in the Diocese of Norwich. She
worked in nursing for 15 years prior to her ordination in 2008. Married to Geraint
and with two grown up children, Megan and Luke and a dog, Benji, Heather enjoys
spending time with the family, taking walks and being creative.

We hope that Bishop Roger will be able to license Heather to her new
responsibilities in November ad we will confirm this in due course.

Heather says:

I am passionate about rural ministry and particularly love the breadth of traditions
and diversity rural parishes embrace. I am looking forward to service in these
parishes and getting to know everyone and to where God is leading. I have served
in the Long Stratton and Pilgrim Team for 10 very happy years and will miss being
part of the community and my many friends, but I know that God is calling me and
the Long Stratton and Pilgrim Team to something new.

We look forward to welcoming Heather and ask for your prayers for her and for her
family as they prepare to move and as she prepares to take up her new ministry.
We also pray for the Long Stratton and Pilgrim Team Ministry, where Heather
currently ministers, as they prepare to say goodbye to her and her family and as
they enter a period of vacancy.



6

We very much look forward to welcoming the Revd Heather.

She will formally Licensed on the evening of November 11th at Wormingford
church.

With seven churches (eight if you count the two at Great Horkesley) she will need
a great deal of help and we hope that she will be happy for us to continue to be
aided by all the people who have helped us so willingly to keep services going
during this long and difficult period.

HARVEST FESTIVAL

This will be celebrated on October 10th when we shall have our usual Harvest
Evening Service. Our harvest Donations will be in aid of the Colchester Food Bank.
Details of their requirements are listed below.
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RIDE AND STRIDE

As she has done for a number of years our wonderful Fionna Morrison walked on
behalf of the Friends of Essex Churches. Our grateful thanks go to her and
everyone who sponsored her. As is usual, half of the sponsorship goes to the
charity and half to our church.  Fionna’s piece and photos of the day are on pages
23 & 24.

NEW BISHOP OF CHELMSFORD, THE RIGHT REVEREND DR GULI
FRANCIS-DEHQANI

Bishop Guli formally took her seat as Diocesan Bishop of Chelmsford at a service
at Chelmsford Cathedral on Saturday September 4th. This is the message that she
gave at her service.

Called to Travel Well Together

We are all, I’m sure, acutely aware that
the Diocese of Chelmsford has been
through a painful, arguably traumatic
period over the past 18 months or so.
Along with the rest of the country (and
indeed the world) this region has
suffered gravely from the impact of Covid
19. Some parts of the Diocese are
amongst those most severely hit. There
are high levels of tiredness, including
among our clergy and lay leaders,
there’s anxiety about the future and
uncertainty about what is required of us
as the Church of England in Essex and
East London, both in terms of our future
survival but also, and much more
importantly, in terms of how we are to
continue serving our communities,
providing much needed hope and
expressing God’s love for all.

Into this mix, I’ve been called as your
Bishop. For the next phase of the life of
this diocese, God has placed me among
you. What an unexpected and
extraordinary privilege that is for me but
I feel too, a heavy weight of
responsibility. Let me say, however, that

I don’t believe I’m here to fix problems,
though I know there are high
expectations. I’m not sure any one
person could  solve the challenges we
face. But more than that, Chelmsford
Diocese is not a problem to be solved.
Over the past 4 days I’ve been on
pilgrimage around the diocese, visiting
each of the 7 archdeaconries, and I’ve
seen for myself wonderful signs of life
and vitality and many examples of how
the Gospel is being shared in word and
deed. Chelmsford Diocese is not a
problem to be solved. We are God’s
beloved people, together discerning
God’s will for the future, seeking to be
faithful in worship, witness and
service. And to move into the future well,
we’ll have to move forward together,
each of us playing our part, taking
responsibility, being accountable, always
remembering that we are here not for our
own benefit but for the benefit of the
people we serve.

I’d like to suggest three ingredients that
might help us navigate our way through
the unknowns that lie ahead. The first
is dialogue.  When I entered the
Cathedral this afternoon, I paused at the

~
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entrance and had a brief conversation
with three young people. This was partly
about recognising my place in the
scheme of things – as a child of God,
alongside others. But the encounter also
demonstrated that we are travellers
together: the young and the old, the
powerful and the powerless and those
across every other human divide you can
think of. And if we are to travel well, we
have to dialogue well: we have to talk
and be heard, yes, but we also have to
listen and listen deeply because that’s
how understanding develops and that’s
how friendships and partnerships are
formed and that’s how God works
through us best. God knows we need
good dialogue within our own churches
and tradition, but we also need to invest
in good dialogue with ecumenical
colleagues, with people of other faiths,
with civic and community partners and
with all people of good will.

Good dialogue is at the heart of healthy
relationships. And healthy relationships
will lead to heightened levels of trust,
which is my second ingredient – trust
between the church and wider society
but also trust within the church itself. If I
had to say what single factor is impacting
most negatively the life of the Church of
England at present, it would be the lack
of trust between different constituencies.
There are so many fault lines in our
wonderfully broad, diverse and
complicated church but trust is fast being
eroded across them. Arguments are
played out publicly often on social media
which has little capacity for nuance and
so fuels misunderstanding. To feel safe
we then hunker down within our silos,
shouting louder, less and less able to
hear different voices. Lack of trust is
eroding our inner life. Tribalism is

damaging the body of Christ and
undermining our mission to the world.
For if we can’t love for one another, how
can we possibly love the world? In the
end, the best way to demonstrate our
love for God is to love our neighbour and
trust grows out of love.

And thirdly, there is scope, I believe, for
better embracing our vulnerability, both
as individuals and, crucially, as a church.
Surely if we’ve learned nothing else this
past year, we’ve learned that whoever
we are, regardless of rank or position,
we are vulnerable and powerless in the
face of a tiny virus. I’ve just been seated
as the 11th Bishop of Chelmsford in this
Cathedra, the so called Bishop’s throne
or chair. It is this very seat that makes
this church a Cathedral. The Cathedra
represents the power of episcopal
ministry and the authority of the bishop
and of course the teaching and
preaching role of the bishop. With God’s
help I intend to use what power and
authority I do have to good use. Woe to
me, should I ever forget Jeremiah’s
words from our first reading: “do not let
the mighty boast in their might”. Rather,
with all humility I pray for wisdom,
compassion and courage to follow the
example of the Lord who acts, in
Jeremiah’s words, “with steadfast love,
justice and righteousness”.

But though this seat may be a symbol of
power and authority, as the one who sits
in it, I am a human being, weak and frail.
My power and authority are in truth very
limited. There’s very little I can enforce,
I don’t have all the answers; I don’t see
clearly the way ahead; I’ll make mistakes
and I’ll disappoint. And yet through the
example of Jesus Christ whose
vulnerability on the cross became his
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greatest moment of victory, I know that
we need not fear our own vulnerabilities.
That if we put our trust in God we are
used both for our strengths and  our
weaknesses but that often it is through
our vulnerabilities that we make the
deepest connections and have the
greatest impact. That at any rate has
often been my experience.

And if it’s true of us as individuals, then
it can also be true of us as a church. We
need not be fearful about our survival,
our place in society, our lack of financial
resources - in short, our vulnerabilities.
The Church of England is not what it
once was and we may well feel weak and
exposed. But instead of striving to regain
our position, and endeavouring
desperately to control the future, what if
we were to embrace our place on the
margins and open ourselves up in all our
vulnerability to discover what God is
calling us to be in the future. St. Paul, in
his second letter to the Corinthians
reminds us that the treasure we have in
Jesus Christ, is in clay jars, to
demonstrate that power belongs to God
and not us. We are those clay jars which
are cracked and fragile and ungainly yet
by God’s grace it is those very cracks
that allow the light that is held within to
shine through.   In all our vulnerability,
though we may be afflicted, we are not
crushed, though perplexed we are not
despairing, though struck down, not
destroyed.

That the Church is going through a
period of change is undeniable and
change is seldom easy, but we are not
the first to encounter it, nor will we be the
last. Since the days of St. Cedd in the
7th  century there have been many
upheavals in this region and yet the

church is still here and the spirit of God
is alive and well. Yes, we are in a liminal
season and we don’t quite know what the
future will look like. But I can’t help
wondering if we’ve become so fixated on
the destination that we’re losing sight of
the fact that how we travel  is far more
important. Our primary call as Christians
is not to be anxious about the future but
faithful in the present. In every
generation and every place God has
provided the church with what it needs
to fulfil its mission. I have no doubt the
same is true for us if only we can
recognise is. So let us take responsibility
where we can, each of us, and let us
willingly surrender the rest to God. With
our eyes fixed on the Lord Jesus let us
build on the past, set our faces towards
the future and travel well together. Amen.

Chelmsford Cathedral
4th September 2021
Jeremiah 9. 23-24
2 Corinthians 4. 5-12
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BELLRINGING

It has been so good to hear the bells ringing again after such a long time. I know from
Brian and Barry that a number of ringers have either given up ringing or moved away
during the past months so getting a team together for Sunday ringing is becoming
increasingly difficult. Our friend Barry has also had health problems which has meant
he has been unable to attend the churches he loves and also that he has been unable
to re-commence ringing. He is slowly improving, and we wish him a speedy return to
good health.

It is so good to welcome back Mary Langstone’s brother, Peter Perkins, to our midst.
Peter belonged to our church and bell ringing group many years ago when the church
was first built. Mary and I, along with Peter and Barry, spent many happy Saturday
afternoons going to bell ringing meetings and then having drives around the
countryside. Peter lived most of his life out of the area, mainly in Wales or near the
Welsh border. He is now living in Bures and we are delighted that he again attends
our church and rings our bells. We are now fortunate to have three members of the
Perkins family in our church family, Mary, Richard and Peter.

- - - o 0 o - - -

The Essex Association of Change Ringers asked as many churches as possible in the
Diocese to ring their bells on the afternoon of September 4th to welcome the new
Bishop. Brian arranged for our bells to be rung and 240 changes of Plain Bob Doubles
were rung by Peter Perkins, Evelyn Reeve, Brian Lord and Linda and David Lee.

BAPTISM
On Saturday September 12th we had the baptism of James and Kathryn Morris who

live in the village
with their parents,
Oliver and Joanne
Morris. They had
asked the Revd
Simon White to
officiate as they
knew him through
the Assington
Parent and Toddler
Group. Simon is an
associate priest at
Bures, Assington
and Little Cornard.
It was a lovely
service.
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I was privileged to be able to spend a little time with Jane and Sena and their delightful
children when they were at last able to leave France and come to visit Jane’s mother,
Mary. As you know our church supports them in their work through Crosslinks.
This is their latest letter.
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EasySudoku
Enter a number
from 1 to 9 in each
square  starting
from the numbers
given in some
square. Each row,
column, and region
must contain only
one  instance of
each numeral.

Solution on page 18

Hard

Easy
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Month Date Arranger
October 3 Roger Beatty
Harvest 10 Roger Beatty

17 Roger/Meriel/Fionna
24 Roger/Meriel/Fionna
31 Roger/Meriel/Fionna

November 7 Roger/Meriel/Fionna
14 Fionna Morrison
21 Fionna Morrison
28 Advent

December 5 Advent
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Traditional Lime & hair
All aspects of modern

Plastering
- - -

• dry lining
• coving
• plasterboarding

Tel: Andy 07801 800167
1 Garden Field Cottages,
Water Lane, Lt Horkesley

Formerly
Trinity Clocks

Antique Clock Repair
and Restoration

Over 35 years experience
A prompt and courteous service

Contact Richard
01206 397217
07948995341

PUZZLE FROM ALISON PHILLIPS
‘FOR THOSE OF A CERTAIN AGE!’

If you are familiar with the ‘Old Money’ of Pounds, Shillings &
pence, can you work this puzzle out?  No cheating!
Answers on page 19

             £  s  d
1. A STONE
2. A BICYCLE
3. A PART OF A GORILLA’S LEG
4. A MAN’S NAME
5. SUN, MOON AND STARS
6. A SINGER
7. LEATHER WORKER
8. A KIND OF PIG
9. ROYAL HEADDRESS
10. UNWELL SEA CREATURE

TOTAL          £31        7s       8 1/2d
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BINDING ARRANGEMENT
•

Bookbinding & Conservation
•

Books and archives bound and
sympathetically repaired using traditional

techniques and materials.
•

Colin Brown
Cuckoo Farm Studios, Boxted Road,

Colchester, CO4 5HH
Tel: 01206 271722

Mob: 07440 158361
e-mail: b.arrangement@hotmail.com

BEEF
Traditionally reared
Eggs, jams, preserves
and seasonal produce

 Hannah & Humphrey Taylor
 Lower Dairy Farm

 Water Lane
 Little Horkesley

www.lowerdairyfarm.co.uk
07810 330089

To advertise here
would cost

Only £25 per year

Interested?

Contact Brenda Green
on

01206 271019
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Crockery and cutlery for 80 people. Also available: trestle tables,
card tables and chairs at reasonable rates.

for further information contact:
Mrs Julia Orme

Tel: 01206 271841

Is available for hire
£6 per hour

Sudoku
Solutions - how did you do?

Hard

Easy
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Michael J Byles
Plumbing & Heating

Oil Boiler Installations
Servicing & Maintenance

Oftec Registered

General Plumbing & Heating
work also undertaken.

Telephone: 01206 822 225
Mobile: 07717 012 433

Email: michaeljbyles@aol.com

Answers to ‘Old Money’ puzzle

   £   s   d

 1.  14        14 pounds
 2.        1 ¼  Penny farthing
 3.        ½   ape knee (ha’penny)
 4.     1     Bob (Shilling)
 5.        ¾   3 far things (3 farthings)
 6.  10        Tenor (tenner)
 7.        6  Tanner (6 pence)
 8.  1   1     Guinea (pig)
 9.     5     Crown (5 shillings)
    10.  6        Sick squid (6 quid)

Total  31   7   8½

How did you do?
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Autumn Security Considerations

As darker nights roll in heralding the approach of winter here are a
few things that you can consider and include in your general
maintenance at this time of year that may make your home less
attractive to thieves.

● Put that light on! - 31/10/21 the clocks go back, check and reset the time of
your timer plugs, lights, and other security devices. Remember to a thief a
house in darkness is empty. Some of the things you do to create the illusion
you are in when your home is unoccupied are: - lights on in rooms that you
would normally occupy, TV simulators, a doorbell that you can answer
remotely on your smartphone.

● External lighting and CCTV - Make sure that external lighting and CCTV is
working and clean.

● Hedges, Trees and plants - A consideration when gardening – most thieves
like to work unobserved. Have your plants or shrubs grown and are they
now obstructing CCTV or lighting, does it now prevent neighbours and
passer-by’s from seeing your frontage? If so a spot of pruning would be
advisable, to the front it is recommended to keep hedges and shrubs to about
4’ (1.2m) and with trees prune lower branches where suitable to allow that
visibility of your property.

● Sheds and gates - keep them closed and locked when not in use, review and
maintain the locks as required. Alarms on sheds and outbuildings are a good
idea.

● Property marking - tools and lawn mowers going away for the winter, if you
have not done it already make a note of the model and serial numbers and
consider a property marking product.

● Heating Oil - with the value of fuel it is worth considering its security. In the
more isolated parts of the countryside it is primarily domestic properties that
have been targeted by the heating oil thieves, but we have also seen such thefts
at farms and other businesses. There are several security devices available
that will protect your fuel supplies - details of which can be found via your
fuel supplier or local plumber’s merchant. One such system is Tank
Commander www.commandersecurities.co.uk  which has “Secured by
Design” accreditation https://www.securedbydesign.com/  . Products like this
will detect a dramatic drop in fuel and notify you by phone and/or audible
alarm. There are also other similar security products that can add onto an
existing intruder alarm system, whilst others may protect the filler cap and
there are of course the conventional locks. Another consideration would be
concealing it with landscaping and spiky planting around the tank, restricting
access to it with gates or fencing, and where possible locating the tank under
lighting in view of lived in rooms within the house.
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I’ve been obsessed with these puppies living next door!

My neighbours long-haired dachshund had puppies. Sadly, despite an
emergency c-section, three of the five puppies delivered didn’t survive.
As a consequence, these two (a boy and a bully, girl) have been
thoroughly LOVED! Especially by me and my daughter, Bella :)

They will be moving on soon to their forever homes with friends of the
family so I hope to see them again soon.

Just in case, I took lots of photos of them.
A.D.O.R.A.B.L.E.

Pets Of The Month

The darker one that Bella is
holding is the little boy.
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First my sincere thanks to you all for your very kind
donations.

My efforts so far have not been great. I decided this
year to try and finish the Pilgrimage walk of St Ed-
mund. Starting a few years ago with Ella, my
lovely  choc Lab, from Manningtree to Bury St Ed-
munds. The idea is to finish the walk from Bury to
Brandon via Thetford. It is a shade more difficult being
further from home. However last Saturday I walked
from Fornham All Saints to West Stow a distance of
approximately 5 miles visiting 4 lovely churches on the
way.

Fornham All Saints - where Classic cars were in procession from church to
church.

Culford - a beautiful border of flowers along the wall surrounding the church.

West Stow - lovely Dahlias at the church gate, almost as good as Rogers.

Frampton - a really old, wee, charming church

It was a warm sunny day for a stride in the countryside, through fields and
woods along the river Lark.

On my way to the river path an orange bus was noticed going in the opposite
direction. Luckily on leaving the last church at Frampton an orange bus
appeared right on cue to take me back to the car - wonderful.

The intention is to finish the walk in stages, the story will continue.

The History as known

ST EDMUNDS WAY

The route honours St Edmund England’s original Patron Saint. Edmund was
martyred in 870AD by the Danes in battle for not renouncing his faith,
tied to a tree, shot with arrows and had his head chopped off. His relics
were transferred from his unknown site of martyrdom to Bury in the early
900s.  The church opposite the Dragon in Bures St Mary is said to be
where he was crowned.

A way marker along my route
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Culford with the beautiful border

West Stow and purple dahlias

Frampton
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Sidesmen & Readers : October 2021

Sunday Sidesmen Readers Readings
3rd October
Morning Will Pavry

David Lewis
Sally Bramall
David Lewis

Hebrews 1: 1-4; 2: 5-12
Mark 10: 2-16

Evening NO EVENING SERVICE

10th October
Morning NO MORNING SERVICE
Evening HARVEST FESTIVAL

John Sparkes
Ann Garnett

Intercessor:

John Sparkes
Ann Garnett
Brenda Green

Deuteronomy 8: 7-18
Luke 12: 16-30

17th October
Morning NO MORNING SERVICE
Evening HOLY COMMUNION

Sue Carbutt
Brian Lord

Sue Carbutt
Brian Lord

Isaiah 53: 4-end
Mark 10: 35-45

24th October
Morning NO MORNING SERVICE
Evening Margaret Thomas

Harold Thomas
Intercessor:

Margaret Thomas
Harold Thomas
Margaret Thomas

Hebrews 7: 23-end
Mark 10: 46-end

31st October
Morning BENEFICE HOLY COMMUNION

Christopher Orme
Mary Perrins

Julia Orme
Mary Perrins

Isaiah 56: 3-8
Matthew 5: 1-12

Evening NO EVENING SERVICE
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Sidesmen & Readers : November 2021

Sunday Sidesmen Readers Readings

7th November
Morning NO SERVICE
Evening Ann Garnett

Brian Lord
Ann Garnett
Brenda Green

Jonah 3: 1-5, 10
Mark 1: 14-20

14th November
Morning REMEMBRANCE SERVICE
10.50am David Lewis

Will Pavry
David Lewis
Will Pavry

Daniel 12: 1-3
Mark 13: 1-8

Evening NO SERVICE

21st November
Morning NO SERVICE

Evening HOLY COMMUNION
Margaret Thomas
Harold Thomas

Margaret Thomas
Harold Thomas

Daniel 7: 9-10, 13-14
John 18: 33-37

28th November
Morning

Evening

NO SERVICE

BENEFICE ADVENT CAROL SERVICE
John Sparkes TBA TT
Sue Carbutt

TBA

5th December
Morning

Evening

Mary Perrins
Vicky Minet

NO SERVICE

Mary Perrins
Vicky Minet

Philippians 1: 3-11
Luke 3: 1-6



27

Church Calendar:
October & November 2021

October 3rd 18th Sunday after Trinity
11.00 am                Morning Service

October 10th      19th Sunday after Trinity
6.30 pm              Evening Service

October 17th      20th Sunday after Trinity
6.30 pm               Holy Communion

October 24th       21st  Sunday after Trinity
6.30 pm               Evening Service

October 31st        All Saints/All Souls
11.00 am Benefice Holy Communion (for 5th Sunday) No other

services in the benefice

November 7th     23rd Sunday after Trinity
6.30 pm            Evening Service (Note change in normal pattern
     because of Remembrance

November 11th   (Evening – time to be arranged)
          Licensing Service at Wormingford for Revd Heather Wilcox

November 14th   Remembrance Sunday
10.50 am              Remembrance Service

November 21st     Sunday before Advent
6.30 pm                 Holy Communion

November 28th     Advent Sunday
6.30 pm                 Advent Carol Service

December 7th        Advent 1
11.00 am                  Morning Service


